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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1 - 16, 18 - 21, 23 - 28 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mertens et al. (USPN 6,268,032). 

Mertens et al. disclose a label roll (Column 3, lines 59 - 60) comprising an imperforate 
and continuous web (Column 3, lines 44 - 49; Figure 5, #80) having a front surface and an 
opposite back surface wound in a roll (Figure 5, #80), said back surface including a plurality of 
adhesive patches aligned in a column along a running axis of said web in a minor area of said 
. back surface with the remaining area of said back surface being devoid of adhesive (Column 4, 
lines 11-17; Figure 7, #94a and 94b) and said front surface including a release strip extending 
along said running axis behind said column of adhesive patches and laminated to said patches in 
successive layers in said roll (Column 7, lines 61-64) in claims 1, 3 and 19. With regard to 
claims 2, 4 - 7, 23 and 24, the patches are aligned along said one edge of said web, being closer 
thereto than to an opposite edge of said web, having straight edges aligned parallel and 
transversely with said running axis forming a rectangular shaped area which elongate with said 
running axis (Figure 7, #94a and 94b). The web further includes corresponding index marks 
between adjacent patches to define corresponding labels (Column 10, lines 45 - 65), each label 



Application/Control Number: 10/804,953 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1772 

having a single adhesive patch (Figure 7, #94a and 94b) as in claims 8, 15, 21 and 25. Regarding 
claims 9, 10, 27 and 30, the patches are also arranged elongate transverse to the running axis 
(Column 8, lines 5-21), and the web is devoid of index marks between patches (Figure 10). 
The web includes a plurality of labels (Figure 7, #130; Column 9, lines 57 - 61), each having a 
plurality of adhesive patches having arcuate edges, convex leading edges with convex trailing 
edges connected by straight edges, ovals with major axes disposed parallel to the running axis 
(Column 8, lines 5 - 21) as in claims 11-14 and 20. With regard to claims 16, 18 and 26, the 
release strip fully covers the front side of the web (Column 7, lines 65 - 67) and is made from a 
silicone coating (Column 2, lines 19 - 20). 

3. Claims 1 - 8, 15, 17 - 19, 22 - 25, 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Miles (USPN 6,352,751). 

Miles et al. disclose a label roll (Column 2, lines 59 - 60) comprising a imperforate and 
continuous web (Column 2, lines 60 - 63) having a front surface and an opposite back surface 
wound in a roll (Figure 10), said back surface including a plurality of adhesive patches aligned in 
a column along a running axis of said web in a minor area of said back surface with the 
remaining area of said back surface being devoid of adhesive (Column 2, lines 63 - 66; Column 
5, lines 10 — 14) and said front surface including a release strip extending along said running axis 
behind said column of adhesive patches and laminated to said patches in successive layers in said 
roll (Column 6, lines 41 - 47) in claims 1, 3 and 19. With regard to claims 2, 4 - 7, 23 and 24, 
the patches are aligned along said one edge of said web, being closer thereto than to an opposite 
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edge of said web, having straight edges aligned parallel and transversely with said running axis 
forming a rectangular shaped area which elongate with said running axis (Column 12, lines 13 - 
24). The web further includes corresponding index marks between adjacent patches to define 
corresponding labels, each label having a single adhesive patch (Column 12, lines 40 - 45) as in 
claims 8, 15 and 25. With regard to claims 17, 18, 22 and29, the release strip is narrow to 
conform in width with said column of adhesive patches thereby leaving the remainder of the web 
front side devoid and is made from a silicone coating (Column 6, lines 41 - 47). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,830,795 to Downs is cited to show the state of the art with regard to the 
use of stripes of adhesive repellant release coat on the surfaces of label webs in contact with 
adhesive stripes. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia L. Nordmeyer whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1496. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. from 7:00-4:30 & alternate 
Fridays. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Y. Pyon can be reached on (571) 272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Patricia L. Nordmeyer /1PJ~*) 
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